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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can use the writing process to plan, revise, and edit my writing (with support). (W.3.5) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can create a plan for my Accessing Books around the World informative paragraph. • Paragraph Writing graphic organizer 

 

Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Writer: Introducing  the “Accessing 

Books around the World Bookmarks” (10 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Model: Planning a Paragraph (15 minutes) 

B. Student Planning: Using the Paragraph Writing 

graphic organizer (25 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief (10 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Tell someone at home about your plan for your 

Accessing Book around the World paragraph. What 

will you want people who read your paragraph to 

know about this special person or organization? Tell 

them a star (a strength) and a step (a way for you to 

improve) related to your writing planning today. 

• In advance: Create a Writing Process anchor chart or use the one in Supporting Materials to 

project/display. The steps of the writing process are listed at the left. Use the space to the right of the 

steps to elaborate and describe each step of the writing process. 

• Create a Paragraph Writing graphic organizer anchor chart. Model this after the students’ Paragraph 

Writing graphic organizer or use a copy of that organizer to project for display. 

• Some vocabulary words may need to be clarified with students: thoughtful, community, extreme 

lengths, extraordinary, overcome obstacles 

• Review Work Time A carefully. Prepare to model writing an “Accessing Books around the World” 

paragraph in front of the class. Rather than show students a completed writing piece about the Book 

Woman, model the actual writing of it, using think-aloud. A sample writing model for both the 

paragraph writing graphic organizer and the paragraph are available in Supporting Materials but should 

only be used as a guide for the teacher’s modeling and think-aloud. 

• Use one of the model paragraphs provided, or create another one if desired. If creating a model 

paragraph, make sure that it meets all of the criteria for a quality Accessing Books around the World 

informative paragraph (for reference, see Identifying Criteria for a Quality Paragraph). 

• The paragraph writing graphic organizer has been modified to work specifically for this writing task in 

order to help students when they plan their paragraph. The modifications are in the form of labels in the 

‘Detail’ and ‘Evidence’ boxes. 
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 Teaching Notes (continued) 

 • An alternate version of the paragraph writing graphic organizer is included that contains an additional 

box for students to write specific words and phrases they would like to try to incorporate in their writing 

piece. Students can pull words from the Building Our Word Power in My Librarian is a Camel anchor 

chart. 

 

Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

librarian, organization, writing 

process, research, plan, draft, revise, 

edit, publish, bookmark, create, 

informative, paragraph, organizer, 

“accessing books,” overcome, 

obstacle,  

• Writing Process anchor chart 

• Paragraph Writing graphic organizer anchor chart (looks exactly like students’ graphic organizer) 

• Book Woman model paragraph (two versions; to use as a teacher reference in Work Time A) 

• Chart paper for the model paragraph (teacher created during Work Time A) 

• Chart paper for Planning My Paragraph anchor chart 

• Students’ recording forms pertaining to work on their country from My Librarian is a Camel (from previous lessons) 

• Paragraph Writing graphic organizer (one to project and one per student) 

• Building Our Word Power in My Librarian is a Camel anchor chart (from Lessons 7-9) 

• Lesson 11 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Performance Task Invitation (optional for Opening) 

• Steps for Work Time B (optional support for some or all students) 

• Alternate Paragraph Writing graphic organizer (contains word box) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Writer: Introducing the “Accessing Books around the World Bookmarks” (10 minutes)  

• Announce the upcoming Accessing Books around the World bookmark task. Say something like: “We have been learning all 

about librarians and special people around the world who have gone to extraordinary lengths to bring books and reading to 

children in all corners of the world. You are all going to teach people in our school and community about these amazing 

people and organizations by creating a beautiful and informative bookmark. Your bookmark will contain an informative 

paragraph describing a librarian or organization you learned about who you think is special and it will also contain an 

illustration. Today we will begin our work toward creating our bookmarks!” (Another option is to share, read, and display 

the Performance Task Invitation.) 

• Display or project the Writing Process anchor chart. If desired, show only the title and the first step, “Research.” Give 

students a few moments to think about the phrase writing process. Clarify the meaning of the word ‘process’ as: the actions 

taken to do something. Tell students that in this case the actions are the steps of the writing process.  

• Briefly discuss why the process begins with research because in this context, the term may confuse some students. Say 

something like: “Writers, before you can write about something you need to become knowledgeable about it. That means 

becoming an expert. To become an expert, you need to research. Most often, research means a lot of reading. Research also 

involves talking with others. You’ve done all that. You’ve read multiple times. You’ve taken notes on what you’ve learned. 

You talked with others about your topic, in this case a librarian or organization that has gone to great lengths to bring books 

and reading into the lives of individuals who didn’t have them. You’re ready!” 

• Display the learning target: “I can create a plan for my Accessing Books around the World informative paragraph.” Circle 

and discuss the words plan, informative, and paragraph, and add visual cues as necessary to ensure that students 

understand the target.  

• Ask: “Why do you think thoughtful writers plan before they begin writing?” Have students discuss their ideas about 

planning, first with a partner, and then share out as a class. Add students’ thinking on the Writing Process anchor chart as a 

way to document the “what” and “why” of the first step in the writing process. The writing process is a critical component of 

the remainder of this unit.  

• If necessary, guide students toward an understanding that planning is essential so that writers know what they are going to 

write about and can begin to organize their ideas before they begin writing. A plan is like a writer’s road map because it helps 

us get to our destination—a piece of writing that readers can understand. 

• Clarify Tier 2 words with ELLs: 

bookmark, librarian. 

• Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols (e.g., a picture of a list for 

plan) to assist ELLs in making 

connections with vocabulary. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Model: Planning a Paragraph (15 minutes) 

• Tell students that you are going to show what this would look like by preparing to write about the Book Woman from the 

story That Book Woman. Invite students to watch as you think about and plan for your paragraph. Tell them that after you 

model the planning, they will be asked to share out what they noticed about the planning of your paragraph.  

• Project a copy of the Paragraph Writing graphic organizer. Tell students this is the graphic organizer they will be using 

to write their paragraph. They should see the familiarity between this graphic organizer and the organizers used in Units 1 

and 2. Tell them you too will use this organizer to plan. 

• Begin a Planning My Paragraph anchor chart. Ask students what they would need to make sure their paragraph 

contained. The categories they need to think about for their paragraphs are:  

1. Who is a librarian or organization responsible for getting books to people?  

2. Where are they located?  

3. How did the person or organization get books to people? (describe their actions) 

4. What are the challenges with getting books in this country? 

5. Why is this person or organization special?  

• Begin to model the planning steps, based on what you know about the Book Woman from the story That Book Woman. Say 

something like: “I am going to write about the Book Woman in That Book Woman. The first thing I am going to do is look 

through all of my recording forms from the previous lesson and find all my notes about this story and the character the Book 

Woman.” Allow students to see you doing this by looking back at the Close Read record form for That Book Woman anchor 

chart from Unit 2. If the anchor chart is no longer available, have papers in your hands that you appear to be looking over 

and referencing as you think aloud. 

• Continue to model and think aloud by showing students how to reread the information and then how to fill in the graphic 

organizer.  

• After modeling, ask students to pair-share specific things they heard you say and do. Add the students’ responses as they 

share out their ideas to the Planning My Paragraph anchor chart. This anchor chart will guide students during the upcoming 

independent work time. 

• Clarify Tier 2 words with ELLs: 

bookmark, librarian. 

• Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols (e.g., a picture of a list for 

plan) to assist ELLs in making 

connections with vocabulary. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Student Planning: Using the Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer (25 minutes) 

• Distribute the Paragraph Writing graphic organizer to students. (There is an alternate version that includes a 

word/phrase box on the organizer. This box would be a place for students to write certain words or phrases that might like to 

try to include when drafting, words like “extraordinary lengths” or “reading superhero.” They could use the Building Our 

Word Power in My Librarian is a Camel anchor chart as a resource for this.) 

• Remind students that this paragraph will be on one side to their Accessing Books around the World bookmark. 

• Encourage students to use the recording forms from previous lessons in Unit 3 about the librarian or organization they read 

about that helps others access books. This will help them to complete the graphic organizer in their own words. 

• Emphasize to students that they should also go back to the country text and reread it (not just review their notes) to fill in 

any gaps on the graphic organizer. Remind them that good writers often reread in order to keep learning about a topic, or to 

make sure their knowledge is correct and complete.  

• While students are planning, they could work in proximity with others writing about the same topic. This will depend on the 

normal student and class dynamics for a task such as this. Collaborating with others on a plan for the paragraph will provide 

a beneficial support structure for some students. They can support each other’s efforts to reflect on evidence contained on 

their recording forms and can also assist each other in the placement and organization of the evidence on the organizer. 

• The key goal for this part of the work time is for students to complete a plan for their paragraph. There needn’t be a concern 

that students are working together on the paragraph’s plan. Students will still have to write their paragraph independently. 

• Caution: It may be better if students did not have their country excerpt out during planning or at least if they were advised to 

use it minimally. For some students, there may be a temptation or tendency to lift too much directly of the author’s wording. 

Their recording forms should have sufficient information and they also worked with the text so much that they should have 

direct recall of specific facts and details. Using the excerpt to check on specific names of people and organizations is of 

course acceptable and likely necessary. 

• For students needing additional 

support, considering meeting with a 

small group to guide them in filling 

out their planning form or provide a 

partially filled-in planning form. 

• Steps for Work Time B are 

charted and available as a support 

document for all students if desired, 

or just for students who may 

struggle with the demands of Work 

Time B. These steps could be posted 

for all to see or desk copies could be 

made for students who may need 

the prompting of the steps. See 

Supporting Materials. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief (5 minutes)  

• Place students in groups of three or four and ask them to use the following sentence frames to share their work for the day: 

“I selected _________ as my special [librarian/organization] because ______.” If time permits, invite students to reflect 

on the process of planning their writing with questions such as:  

* “What were your challenges as you planned today?”  

* “What were your successes?”  

* “How do you hope your plan will help you as a writer tomorrow?” 

 

Note: In Lesson 12, a model paragraph will be needed for student examination. Students can be given a copy of the model 

paragraph from this lesson or a new one can be written by the teacher in advance of Lesson 12. Each student will need a 

copy of the model paragraph. 

• Consider providing a sentence 

frame or starter, or a cloze sentence 

for ELLs to assist them with 

language production and give the 

structure required. 

• Have sentence starters preprinted 

on cards for ELLs or all students to 

hold to allow them to share with 

greater ease. 

• The debrief questions could be on a 

printed exit ticket with students 

answering the questions in writing 

but consider that students have 

been writing throughout the lesson 

so an oral share may be more 

appropriate. 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Tell someone at home about your plan for your Accessing Book around the World paragraph. What will you want people who 

read your paragraph to know about this special person or organization? Tell them a star (a strength) and a step (a way for 

you to improve) related to your writing planning today.  

Note: Look over students’ paragraph organizers to ensure that they are on target to be able to write a first draft in the next 

lesson. Some writers may need some assistance improving upon their organizers prior to Lesson 12. This can be done using a 

different part of the school day in advance of Lesson 12. If there are minimal concerns about a writer’s plan, strategically 

placed sticky notes with suggestions for the writer can be placed on the student’s graphic organizer. If there are students who 

seem to need more direct support with completing their paragraph plan, it may be necessary to pull this group of students to 

work with an adult at the outset of Lesson 12. 

•  
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The Writing Process  
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Revise 

Edit 

Publish 
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Model Paragraph 1 for the Book Woman 

(for Teacher Reference) 

 

 
In the story That Book Woman, the Book Woman brings books to families 

living in the mountains of Appalachia. The Book Woman overcomes many 

obstacles to bring books to the families. For example, she has to deal with 

difficult physical obstacles. In the story, it says that the families live way up 

in the mountains. This would mean it’s hard for her to reach them, so the 

Book Woman uses a horse and fills her saddlebags with books. Also, there 

are obstacles related to the weather.  She has to make her trips to the 

families over and over through all the seasons. The story shows her traveling 

and bringing books in rain, fog, snow, and cold. Bad weather would make it 

even harder to reach the families. The story That Book Woman, shows that 

the Book Woman is brave and hard-working because she deals with many 

obstacles to bring books to the families living in the mountains. 
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Model Paragraph 2 for That Book Woman 
(for Teacher Reference) 

 

 
An amazing woman put herself at risk so she could bring books to families 

living in remote and hard-to-get-to places in the mountains of Kentucky. 

She was called the Book Woman and she was very remarkable. She would 

load books into satchels and put them on her horse. The Book Woman rode 

alone on her horse, traveling up and down the rocky mountain slopes. She 

made the trips into the mountains over and over again in all kinds of 

weather. She traveled through rain, fog, snow, and cold. She did this just so 

the people living in the mountains would have books to read. She didn’t 

expect anything in return from the people who borrowed her books. The 

Book Woman was an extraordinary individual. 
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Model Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer 
(for Teacher Reference) 

 

 
 

Topic: Name of special librarian or organization and where they’re located 
 

- the Book Woman 
- mountains in Kentucky/Appalachia 
 

 

 
 

Detail 1: Challenges for people getting or having books in this country/place 
 

- obstacles 
- no easy access to books 
 

 
Explain 1: Describe “Detail 1” with specific details from the text (words or illustrations) 
 

- Appalachian Mountains (rocky ground) 
- families live far from each other; high in the mountains 
- all kinds of weather (rain, fog, snow, cold) 
- no schools or libraries near where families live 
- families poor 
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Detail 2: Efforts/actions of the librarian or organization 
 

- loads books into saddlebags and rides her horse up the 
mountain bringing books to families  
 

 

 

 
 

Explain 2: Describe “Detail 2” with specific details from the text (words or illustrations) 
 

- riding a horse alone  
- up and down mountains, trip after trip 
- visits every two weeks 
- bad weather makes it even harder 
- rain, fog, cold, snow 
- “critters of the wild” 
- bobcats 
- doesn’t expect anything in return from families 
 
 

 

 
 

Conclusion: Final statements about the librarian or organization 
 

- amazing individual 
- overcomes many obstacles to bring books to others 
- brave, hard-working 
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Steps for Work Time B 
 

1. Reread country excerpt 1-2 times. 
 
2. Gather recording forms and papers related to my country. 
 
3. Decide on the main focus for my paragraph.  
 
4. Think:  
 

 
a. Who is the librarian (person) or organization (group) 

responsible for getting books to people in my country? 
 

b. Where are they located? 
 

c. Who needed books in this country (place)? 
 

d. What made it challenging for people to access books? 
 

e. How did the person or organization get books to people? 
What did they use? What were their actions? 

 
f. What makes this person or organization special? 
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Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer 
 

 
 

Topic: Name of special librarian or organization and where they’re located 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 
 

Detail 1: Challenges for people getting or having books in this country/place 
 
______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Explain 1: Describe “Detail 1” with specific details from the text (words or illustrations) 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Detail 2: Efforts/actions of the librarian or organization 
 
______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Explain 2: Describe “Detail 2” with specific details from the text (words or illustrations) 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Conclusion: Final statements about the librarian or organization 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 11 Homework 
 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 
Tell someone at home about your plan for your Accessing Book around the 

World informative paragraph. What will you want people who read your 

paragraph to know about this special person or organization? Tell someone 

at home a star (a strength) and a step (a way for you to improve) related to 

your writing planning today. 
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Performance Task Invitation 
 
 
 

You are an author and advocate of reading. After reading about librarians and 

organizations from around the world, select one to write an informational text about. 

Your text should describe who the person or what the organization is, where they are 

from, and how they help readers to access books in a unique way. Support your writing 

with specific evidence from the texts you have read.  

 

On the other side of your bookmark, draw a picture showing a specific geographical 

feature from the region where your librarian or organization works. Also, write a list of 

three to five of the most important words to tell readers what this geographic region is 

like.  

 

Your bookmark will be shared with others in our school or in our local community. 
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Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer (with word box) 

 
 

Word Box: Words and phrases to try to use somewhere within my paragraph 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Topic: Name of special librarian or organization and where they’re located 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Detail 1: Challenges for people getting or having books in this country/place 
 
______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 
Explain 1: Describe “Detail 1” with specific facts from the text (words or illustrations) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Detail 2: Efforts/actions of the librarian or organization 
 
______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Explain 2: Describe “Detail 2” with specific details from the text (words or illustrations) 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

Conclusion: Final statements about the librarian or organization 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

  
 

 


